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General Practice Learning Disability (LD) Register

Summary of Coding and Register Validation Guidance

1) Eligible patients

Individuals of any age who, on clinical or diagnostic grounds, meet the criteria for
a learning disability (mild, moderate, severe, or profound).

People with a specific learning difficulty only (e.g. dyslexia) are not included.
Autism without evidence of an associated learning disability is not sufficient for
inclusion.

If clinical records suggest a person may have a learning disability but no formal
diagnosis, the clinician should refer to the NHS England Inclusion Checklist
(Appendix 4) and use clinical judgement to decide on eligibility. The person
and/or their carer should then be informed of the decision and its implications,
including inclusion in the Learning Disability register and access to related
preventative care, including annual health checks.

2) Coding requirements

Add SNOMED CT 416075005 “On learning disability register (finding)” for all
eligible patients.

Original diagnosis codes must be retained; historical entries should not be
deleted.

Where outdated or non-SNOMED terminology exists, a current diagnostic
SNOMED code (if available) and 416075005 should be added alongside the
original code.

Problem-list entries may be merged or linked to tidy the active list (e.g. combining
“Mild learning disability” and “Learning disability register”), provided all underlying
coded entries remain intact.

3) Validation and updates

e Example local workflow (Ardens / EMIS Web):

1. Population Reporting — Ardens — Registers — Learning Disability

2. Run the searches “Eligible but not on LD register” and “Needs review /
inconsistent codes.”

3. Review each record identified and, if appropriate, add 416075005.

e Achecklist in Appendix 4 of the NHS England guidance helps confirm whether a
patient meets criteria for the Learning Disability register and should be used when
eligibility is uncertain.

e Prevalence check:

Nationally, around 0.5 % of a practice list is typically recorded on the GP LD register,
while true population prevalence is estimated at up to ~2 %. Markedly lower rates
should prompt further review and case-finding.

Resources and Further Reading

NHS England — Improving identification of people with a learning disability
(quidance for general practice)

QOF guidance - NHS England » Quality and Outcomes Framework (QOF)
guidance for 2025/26

Ardens searches - 4.15 Conditions - Learning Disability : Ardens EMIS Web
Public Health England — Learning Disability Profiles
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https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/improving-identification-of-people-with-a-learning-disability-guidance-for-general-practice.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/improving-identification-of-people-with-a-learning-disability-guidance-for-general-practice.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/improving-identification-of-people-with-a-learning-disability-guidance-for-general-practice.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/improving-identification-of-people-with-a-learning-disability-guidance-for-general-practice/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/improving-identification-of-people-with-a-learning-disability-guidance-for-general-practice/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/gp/investment/gp-contract/quality-on-outcomes-framework-qof-changes/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/gp/investment/gp-contract/quality-on-outcomes-framework-qof-changes/
https://support-ew.ardens.org.uk/support/solutions/articles/31000160691-learning-disability-performance-searches
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/learning-disabilities

